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Class of '99 tackles the world 
To quote Mark Twain, "Travel is fatal to 
prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness." 
A large contingent from Furman's Class 
of 1 999 came to understand what Twain  
meant when they chose to  live abroad dur­
ing their first post-Furman year. They 
studied, worked and traveled throughout 
Europe - and maintained connections with 
each other. In the process, they expanded 
their world view and began preparing for 
exciting international careers or further 
academic work. 
One of the Furman group, David 
Dothard of Knoxville, Tenn. ,  lived in London, 
where he studied for a Master of Science 
degree in the history of international relations 
at the London School of Economics. He 
also interned for a member of the House 
of Commons and enjoyed trips to France 
and to Northern Ireland. 
Dothard, who has returned to the States 
and plans to attend law school, offers a 
phi losophical take on his year overseas. 
"The opportunity for an extended stay 
abroad not only provides insight into a 
foreign culture, but also allows for a more 
detached evaluation of our own," he reports. 
"Americans should realize that the world is 
watching us. Our pol itical dialogue and 
popular culture, movies in particular, mold 
global perceptions of the American ethos. 
"Travel in Europe and elsewhere re­
veals a rather astonishing level of animosity 
toward this country. Despite Europeans' 
subtle respect for American ingenuity, our 
foreign policy is widely perceived today, 
much as it has been throughout the 20th 
century, as an instrument of economic im­
perialism. The World Trade Organization 
debacle in Seattle last year was sympto­
matic of the enormous frustration created 
by the growing economic disparity between 
the First and Third Worlds." 
Dothard adds that his year abroad 
made him more aware of the importance 
of this year's presidential election ,  given 
the president's "considerable influence" on 
world affairs. He cites such issues as trade 
with China, the tension with the Russian 
Federation over the antiballistic missile 
system, the future of Taiwanese indepen­
dence and the Arab-Israeli conflict as key 
issues of the new millennium. As he says, 
"Foreign policy real ly does matter." 
Although he doesn't claim to have kept 
up with every classmate who spent the year 
abroad, Dothard does provide updates 
on a number of his compatriots and their 
experiences. They include: 
• Jennifer Doherty, who received 
a Master of Science degree i n  European 
studies at the London School of Economics 
and l ived in the prestigious Wil l iam Good­
enough Trust, a postgraduate residence 
subsidized by the queen. Doherty, whose 
travels took her throughout the United King­
dom and to France and Thailand, has 
accepted a position as an E-Commerce 
specialist with Carpe Diem in London. 
• Dena Fokas earned a Master of 
Arts degree in contemporary theology from 
Durham University. She visited London, 
Spain ,  France and her summer home in 
Greece, and was continually fascinated by 
the profound differences in the Anglo­
American cultures, despite a common lan­
guage. 
• Matthew Miller was a Rotary 
Scholar in Paris, France, where he took a 
doctoral seminar in political theory at the 
Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences 
Sociales. He traveled to Italy, Greece and 
throughout southern France, spoke to sev­
eral French Rotary Clubs and pursued his 
i nterest in the works of Blaise Pascal, a 
1 7th-century philosopher. 
• Kam Neely studied in Frankfurt, 
Germany, as a Rotary Scholar. He took 
classes in European history and German 
l iterature at the Johann Wolfgang-Goethe 
Universitat and was an intern at the 
Karmeliterkloster Museum, a 1 4th-century 
monastery that also serves as the central 
office for the City Institute of History for 
Frankfurt. His travels took him to Austria, 
the Baltic Sea and the French Alps. He 
is now pursuing a Ph.D. in Germanic lan­
guages at the University of North Carolina. 
• Chris Palmer was a Fulbright 
Teaching Fellow in the linguistics depart­
ment of the University of Debrecen in 
eastern Hungary. After teaching classes in 
American phonology and English composi­
tion, as well as an upper level seminar in 
modern American poetry, he says that he 
was amazed by the intensity of the Hungar­
ian university system.  Each student at 
The Class of '99 delegation to the London 
Goodenough Trust Summer Ball included, 
from left, Courtney Tollison, Jennifer Doherty, 
David Dothard, Jill Smith and Dena Fokas. 
Debrecen took approximately 1 1  classes 
per term. 
• Charlie Sharpe also spent his 
year as a Rotary Scholar in Germany, where 
he studied German foreign policy at the 
University of Bonn. He worked to involve 
German Rotary Clubs in a United Nations­
sponsored land mine removal project in 
war-torn Bosnia and Croatia, and traveled 
to Sarajevo in July to meet with the United 
Nations Mine Action team and to see l ive 
minefields. Recently awarded a Fulbright 
Fellowship, he is studying this year i n  
Montreal, Canada. 
• Megan Hundley and Christine 
Lawson spent the year as Fulbright Fel­
lows, with Hundley teaching in Berl in ,  
Germany, and Lawson conducting research 
on Spanish pol itics i n  Madrid. Lawson 
is now studying i nternational relations at 
Georgetown University, and Hundley is 
pursuing a master's in student affairs 
administration at Clemson University. 
• Mark Canavera and Jon 
Parsell are Peace Corps volunteers in 
Africa, Canavera in Burkina Faso (see 
page 2) and Parsell in Togo. 
Dothard points out that many of these 
students got their first taste of international 
living through Furman's study abroad pro­
grams. And as director of educational 
services Judy Bainbridge says, these 
globetrotters "are among our best and 
brightest. By the time they return from 
these adventures, they are among our most 
worldly-wise as well." 
Association, working mainly 
with the English as a Second 
Language program and with 
GIFT, a family literacy program. 
Kimber Smal l  is a CPA with 
Deloitte and Touche in Atlanta, 
Ga. Edward Storey attends 
law school at the University of 
Florida. Brad Swil l inger, who 
is in his final year of law school 
at the University of Toledo 
(Ohio), spent the summer as 
have moved to Richmond, Va., 
where he works in research at 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Having completed 
a master's degree in urban 
planning at Clemson University, 
Jennifer Turner works with 
Bennett Hofford Construction 
Company, Inc. ,  of Charleston, 
S .C. ,  as a project coordinator in 
residential development. 
Carol ine Simpson Wha ley has 
completed her master's degree 
in city planning at Georgia 
Technical College and works as 
a real estate consultant with 
Robert Charles Lesser & Co. 
Tiffany Will iams teaches English 
and coaches swimming and 
basketball at Wade Hampton 
High School in Greenvil le. 
MARRIAGES: Anna 
Mclaurin lynn Austin and David 
Paul Yon, July 8, Greenvil le. 
She is a paralegal at Donnan, 
Morton, Davis and Snyder, and 
he is a graduate student at 
Dodson and Tim Schar, February 
26, Clearwater, Fla. They live 
in New York where she works 
in issues management and 
corporate communication with 
Burson-Marsteller. T.J .  
McGoldri ck and Stephanie 
Young,  October 1 6, 1 999, 
Atlanta, Ga. T.J. is an account 
manager for Aerotek/Option-
One in Orlando, Fla. Alison 
Hanners and Matthew Rice '99, 
April 1 5 .  They live in 
Stockbridge, Ga. He is a 
consultant with EnerYision, inc. 
an intern with the FDIC in 
Washington, D.C. Taylor and 
Stephanie Hitchcock Townsend 
Clemson University. Charles 
Colsen and Melissa Thames, 
May 1 3, Duluth, Ga. Courtney 
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